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IHEC confirms candidate ban as GOI prepares for parliamentary elections
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 There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with UNHCR in 

neighboring countries.  There are likely significant  numbers of  unregistered refugees as 

well.   UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis displaced by sectarian violence following the 

Samarra Mosque bombing of February 2006  remain internally displaced in Iraq. 

 In FY09, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 

$ 303.4 million to international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to assist 

displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.  

 Since the program's inception in FY07, 40,262  Iraqi refugees have been admitted for U.S. 

resettlement, an increase of  348 from last week. The U.S. admitted 18,838 Iraqi refugees in 

FY09.

 As of September 2009, a total of 1,606 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 

program).  

 As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by or on 

behalf of the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 

program).  

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced July 24 that the United States was contributing 

more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration of 

displaced Iraqis.
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GOI continues efforts to combat attacks in advance of national elections amidst declining U.S. 

Forces
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Experts at International Petroleum Week conference discuss Iraq’s potential impact on 

energy markets

•

•
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Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $64.91 $79.31 $76.56 $64.50

Yield 8% 8% 8.36% 10.32%
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• Electricity supply from the grid 10-16 was 14% above the same period in 2009 and met 71% of 

estimated demand, compared with 64% for the year-earlier period.

• For January, supply was 89% above 2007.  The large increase reflects the combined effect of greater 

overall supply and a smaller relative decline in supply for the winter off-peak period.
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•

UAE seeks to strengthen ties with Iraq
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